[Cellular senescence and colorectal cancer].
Apart from proliferation and cell death, cellular senescence is an important response to numerous stress-associated stimuli. Originally described as an in vitro phenomenon, it is involved in various physiological and pathophysiological processes. For example, during the development of solid and generalized tumors, senescence induction poses an important barrier against disease progression. This could be demonstrated for malignant lymphomas, melanomas and various carcinomas using sophisticated animal models. However, senescent cells remain highly secretorically active and have a profound effect on neighboring cells as well as the entire tissue network. This article tries to provide insight into the current literature and discusses clinical implications and future applications.